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MARQUEE RECORDS/READING FESTIVAL 1973
The Reading Rock Festval, Braans longest running evant of s ked
contimes foday. Origeally known as the National Jazz & Bioes Fostir whan
it was first heid in 1961 & Richmone, the Fectval wen! trough vanous
changes of site (1o Wedsoe . Kempton Park ratacoorse and Flumgton) before
setthing at Reaoing in 1971

In 1963, The sz element of the Festval Began 10 be diluted when The
Raking Stones appeared. This opened the RSB Hoodgates. and during the
19605, stars ke The Who, Cream. Pink Flogd, Tradlic, Yes, Deep Purpke snd
many athers played the Festival  Live recordngs of these acts at fezang
would be prceiess, hut in 1973, such a recording actuaily Mappened

By than._ the orgarssation of the event was in the hands of the word famous
Marques Club, and an that year's bill were many acts who had first brokes
through by plavng at the club, such as lrish blees heco Rory Galligher, who
trandl played the Festival m 1868 at Kemeson Park when he was leader of Teste,
and Status 0o, who had re-smerged very stroagly in 1973 as a world class
tocge tand. Their performance al Reading made them one of the hits of sat
Festwal, but its ical hughlight was the fa appearance of The Faces
In 1867, Flpetwnod Mac's frst public appearance was a1 the Festival, but 1973
saw the last show by Rod Stewart, Ronni Weod, \an Melagan, Kenoey Jones
and Tesu Yamaochi. whose great perlormance of (I Know) 1'm Loseng You',
once 2 bit for The Temptations, is meluded here

A5 well ¥ star mumes, the Festival 2ways booked promisng new acts, In
1971, these mcluded Strder. whose lead guitanst, Gary Grainger, went an o
play on two of Rod Stewart's biggest solo alboms, keyboard star Deve
Greensiage, who tad just aunched s own band, Aady Bomrr, who Echievec
tame a5 a mamber of The Herd with Petes Frampion and later joined Status
Ouo and (esley Duncar, whose wondertul wikco and songwriting tlent have
Neer recalved theit ust deserts Legendary American singer/songwriter Tim
Hardie also contributed a set which induded one of his finest songs., “Hang On
To A Dream’

1973 was the lirst yese that i famous Reading Festval was recorded. This
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