
John Mayall  OBE (born 29 November 1933) is an English blues singer, 

guitarist, organist and songwriter, whose musical career spans over fifty years.  

Born in Macclesfield, Cheshire in 1933, Mayall's father Murray Mayall, was a guitarist and 

jazz music enthusiast. From an early age, John was drawn to the sounds of American blues 

players such as Lead Belly, Albert Ammons, Pinetop Smith, and Eddie Lang, and taught 

himself to play the piano, guitars, and harmonica 

Return of the Bluesbreakers 

In 1982 Mayall was reunited with Mick Taylor, John McVie and Colin Allen, three musicians 

of his 1960s line-ups, for a two-year world tour from which a live album would emerge a 

decade later. 

In 1984 Mayall restored the name Bluesbreakers for a line-up comprising the two lead guitars 

of Walter Trout and Coco Montoya, bassist Bobby Haynes and drummer Joe Yuele. The 

mythic name did, perhaps, something to enhance the interest in a band which by all standards 

was already remarkable. 

A successful world tour and live recordings achieved the rest. In the early 1990s most of the 

excitement was already spent and Buddy Whittington became the sole lead guitarist in a 

formation which included then organist Tom Canning. 

On the occasion of the 40th year of his career Mayall received carte blanche to invite fellow 

musicians for the recording of a celebratory album. Along for the Ride appeared in 2001, 

credited to John Mayall and Friends with twenty names listed on the cover, including some 

Bluesbreakers, old and new, and also Gary Moore, Jonny Lang, Steve Cropper, Steve Miller, 

Otis Rush, Billy Gibbons, Chris Rea, Jeff Healey, Shannon Curfman and a few others. 

To celebrate his 70th birthday Mayall reunited with special guests Eric Clapton, Mick Taylor 

and Chris Barber during a fundraiser show. This "Unite for Unicef" concert took place on 19 

July 2003 at the Kings Dock Arena in Liverpool and was captured on film for a DVD release. 

In 2005, Mayall was appointed an OBE in the Honours List. "It's the only major award I've 

ever received. I've never had a hit record or a Grammy or been in the Rock and Roll Hall of 

Fame." commented Mayall.  

In November 2008, Mayall announced on his website he was disbanding the Bluesbreakers, to 

cut back on his heavy workload and give himself freedom to work with other musicians. 

Three months later a solo world tour was announced, with: Rocky Athas on guitar, Greg Rzab 

on bass, and Jay Davenport on drums. Tom Canning, on organ, joined the band for the tour 

which started in March 2009. An album was released in September 2009. Since then, Mayall 

has continued to tour with the same backing band, minus Canning, who left due to other 

priorities.  
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